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MERIDIAN MUSEUM + 
SCHOOL OF MUSIC
This project operates between clarity and contradiction, using both as 
generative forces to shape space, program, and social interaction. Drawing 
from the musical logic of the “blue-yodel” genre, developed by Jimmie 
Rodgers, the design translates tonal distribution into architectural form.  

Clarity is established through a continuous ground plane, structural 
organization, and roofscape that extend the public realm across the 
site, creating an accessible and unified civic surface. This continuity 
orients users and organizes movement, while counterpoints operate 
to reinforce the intermixing of circulation, program, and structure.  

Clarity is purposefully interrupted and reconfigured to define social 
condensors, where contradictions take shape. Rather than reinforcing a 
dominant hierarchy, these spaces disperse tonal gravity. Programs are 
organized where no single space or user group is privileged. Instead, 
moments of overlap emerge where circulation paths intersect and 
programs invite multiple forms of occupation. These social condensers 
create opportunities for unplanned encounters and shared experience.  

In this way, the project does not resolve contradiction despite its hybrid typology,  
but  instead sustains it. Clarity provides orientation, while contradiction generates 
integration of program and systems, reinforcing interaction amongst users. 
Together, they produce a continuous and dynamic extension of the public realm. 

GROUND FLOOR PLANAPPROACH

EXTENSION OF FRONT STREETINTEGRATIVE DESIGN INTENTIONS

CLARITY

COUNTERPOINTS

CONTRADICTION
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INTEGRATION: PROGRAM, SYSTEMS,USERS

2 IN 10 MERIDIAN RESIDENTS ARE 
BELOW THE POVERTY LINE

4 IN 10 U.S. CITIZENS HAVE A 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE

2 IN 10 MERIDIAN RESIDENTS 
HAVE A BACHELOR’S DEGREE

1 IN 10 U.S. CITIZENS ARE BELOW 
THE POVERTY LINE

INTERACT

SOCIAL CONDENSERS

HYBRID PROGRAM TAKEAWAYS

EQUITABLE FACILITY OPERABLE FACILITY

DAY IN THE LIFE OVERLAPS

CHANCE ENCOUNTERS

EXTENSION OF THE PUBLIC REALMIMPORTANCE OF THE PUBLIC REALM RESULTING INTERACTIONS

ENERGY SUNMOVEMENT WATERSYSTEMS AIR
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GLARE CONTROL: 

PERFORATED PANELS AS 
SHADING DEVICE

TEMPERATURE CONTROL: 

ROOF AS SHADING DEVICE

ecology  energy  well-being community  materiality 

light structure systems water peoplegrowth water circulaton structure

Collect

Organize 

Integrate

Rainwater Collected on 
Roof Flows to Drains 
Along Structural Grid 

Water Flows Through 
Structural Umbrella To 
Underground Pipes

Underground 
Storage Cistern

Irrigating Native 
Vegetation

Supplies Water for 
Toilet Flushing

Excess Water Sent to 
Bioswale For Filtration 

and Release

Shadow Gap for 
Walls Meeting 
Undulating Ceiling

Perforated Ceiling 
Panels 

HVAC Run Between 
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Lighting Hung From 
Suspended Channel Flush 
with Ceiling or Directly 
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Suspended Ceiling 

Metal Decking Roof 
Structure

LONGEVITY

Long-Lasting 
Durability

Low-Maintanence 
Requirements

100+

CULTURE

References 
Immediate 
Industrial Context

Celebrates Jimmie 
Rodgers’ History

Corten Steel Panel 
Cladding

High-Performance 
Membrane + 
Insulation

Steel Stud Structure

Interior Wall Finish 

Perforated Corten 
Steel Panel Provides 
Passive Shading

LIFE-CYCLE

Produced with 
60-70% recycled 
materials

100% Recyclable 
end-of-life

MATERIALITY

CHANGE WITH AGING

SKIN: CORTEN STEEL

YEAR 1 YEAR 10 YEAR 35

ECOLOGY
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0 kWh/m2 870 kWh/m2

BUILDING

Vertical Planting

Rainwater 
Collection

Vertical 
Circulation

Structural 
Organization

ROOF AS PROTECTOR: ELEMENTS

ROOF AS MEDIATOR: CONTEXTUAL FRAME

SITUATION PLAN

SITE

SITEBUILDING

SITE STRATEGY
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